Women in the Yishuv and the Early State of Israel," on the contribution of Jewish women to the creation of the State of Israel. It resulted from the feeling that little attention had been given to the study of pre-state Jewish women as individuals, groups, and organizations and their involvement in the life of the Yishuv. The collection is divided into six sections holding twenty-three articles, an introduction, and aftermath; notes, glossary, and index are included.
The first section, "Constructing the Historical Narrative" opens with Deborah Bernstein's reflections on "The Study of Women in Israeli Historiography." She compares the sociohistorical study of women in general to that dealing with women in Israel, presenting past developments and new directions. This is followed by Yossi Ben-Artzi's inquiry "Have Gender Studies changed Our Attitude toward the Historiography of the Aliyah and Settlement Process?" He concludes that basic concepts regarding these phenomena did not change, but much data and understanding have been added. Henriette Dahan-Kalev deals with a twice marginalized group in her "Mizrahi Women: Identity and Hersory". The paper examines the condition of Mizrahim (i.e., Jews from Arab and Islamic countries) in Israel, with particular reference to women, and the almost total absence of scholarly study of the latter, suggesting ways to remedy the situation. This is followed by a section on "Women and Immigration." Michal Ben Ya'akov's All material in the journal is subject to copyright; copyright is held by the journal except where otherwise indicated. There is to be no reproduction or distribution of contents by any means without prior permission. Contents do not necessarily reflect the views of the editors. All material in the journal is subject to copyright; copyright is held by the journal except where otherwise indicated. There is to be no reproduction or distribution of contents by any means without prior permission. Contents do not necessarily reflect the views of the editors. This is a very interesting interdisciplinary collection of papers adding much to our knowledge of various aspects of Jewish women's life, status, activities, contributions and culture, mostly during the pre-state period, though some papers deal also with the post-1948 period. Most papers examine a specific issue, person, or organization, providing new information about their chosen topic, but do so almost in isolation and without bringing about a conceptual analytical change. Still, the accumulation of this kind of research, published here and elsewhere since the 1998 conference, facilitates the creation of a broader analysis of the Yishuv during the pre-state period, taking into account, as an integral part, the role of women.
